A pediatric clinical nurse leader wants to answer questions like “Is it

effective?” and “Is it efficient?” with the end goal of improving health

outcomes for children, adolescents, and young adults. They identify

gaps in health care, ways to decrease costs, and priorities so they

can communicate findings to leaders and implement changes.
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Career Steps

Obtain your nursing degree (diploma, BSN, or
higher) and pass the NCLEX exam. Obtain your RN
license through your State Board of Nursing and
begin practicing in pediatrics.

Seek your Certified Pediatric Nurse (CPN) credential
from PNCB when you meet eligibility. As you grow in
your role, explore ways to get involved with quality
Improvement projects or teams.

Obtain your master’s degree or post-masters
certificate with a Clinical Nurse Leader Focus from
an accredited university. Your program should be
aligned with the American Association of Colleges of
Nursing Clinical Nurse Leader Competencies.

Join a membership association as a student, like the
Clinical Nurse Leader Association to access resources
and mentors.

Complete a minimum of 400 program supervised
clinical hours required to sit for the Clinical Nurse
Leader Certification Exam. Pass the Clinical Nurse
Leader certification exam.
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